
 
LEDYARD MIDDLE SCHOOL 2019 SUMMER READING LIST  

FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 6 – 8 
 

The following books are ideas for summer reading and may be found at the Ledyard Public Libraries or  
at local bookstores. Many are available as E-Readers on the Kindle or IPAD.  

 

Bowling, Dusti 
Insignificant Events in 
the Life of a Cactus 
 

Aven Green loves to tell 
people that she lost her 
arms in an alligator 
wrestling match, or a 
wildfire in Tanzania, but 
the truth is she was born without them.  

Alexander, Kwame 
Crossover 
 

Fourteen-year-old twin 
basketball stars Josh and 
Jordan wrestle with highs 
and lows on and off the 
court as their father ignores 
his declining health. (Sequel: 
Rebound) 

Anderson, John D. 
Posted 
 

A group of middle school 
students decide to begin 
leaving sticky notes for 
each other after cell 
phones are banned, but 
soon the kids in school 
are leaving cutting and cruel notes, and 
nothing will ever be the same. 

Bodeen, S. A.  
The Raft 
 

After the cargo plane Robie 
is flying in crashes  in the 
Pacific Ocean she and the 
co-pilot Max struggle to 
survive on a raft in 
shark-infested waters with 
only one bag of Skittles. 
 

Brubaker Bradley, Kimberly 
The War That Saved My 
Life 
 

A young disabled girl and her 
brother are evacuated from 
London to the countryside 
during World War II, where 
they find life to be much sweeter away from 
their abusive mother.  
(Sequel: The War I Finally Won) 

Bruchac, Joseph 
Skeleton Man 
 

After her parents  
disappear Molly is 
sent to live with a strange 
"great-uncle." She must 
rely on her dreams about 
an old Mohawk story for 
her safety and maybe even 
for her life. 

Carmi, Daniella 
Samir and Yonatan 
 

Palestinian Samir has a 
surgery at an Isrreali 
hospital and has strange 
experiences including 
traveling to Mars with 
Israeli Yonatan. 

Charbonneau, Joelle 
The Testing 
 

Sixteen-year-old Malencia 
(Cia) Vale is chosen to 
participate in The Testing to 
attend the University; 
however, Cia is fearful when 
she figures out that her 
friends who do not pass The Testing are 
disappearing. 

Korman, Gordon 
Restart 
 

Chase doesn't remember 
falling off the roof. He doesn't 
remember hitting his head. He 
doesn't, in fact, remember 
anything. He wakes up in a 
hospital room and suddenly 
has to learn his whole life all over again . . . 
starting with his own name.  

Collier, James Lincoln 
My Brother Sam is Dead 
 

Recounts the tragedy  
that strikes the Meeker 
family during the Revolution 
when one son joins the 
rebel forces while the rest 
of the family tries to stay 
neutral in a Tory town. 

Brosgol, Vera 
Be Prepared  
 
All Vera wants to do is 
fit in—but that’s not 
easy for a Russian girl in 
the suburbs. Her friends 
live in fancy houses and 
their parents can afford 
to send them to the best summer camps. 
Vera’s single mother can’t afford that sort 
of luxury, but there's one summer camp in 
her price range 

Condie, Allyson  
Matched series 
 

In the future, society  
determines your job, 
life partner and death.  
Some teens try to  
change the system by  
any means necessary 

 



Echert, Allen W. 
Incident at Hawk’s Hill 
 

Six-year-old Ben is  
adopted by a mother  
badger when he 
wanders out into the  
Canadian prairie and 
hides in a burrow to  
escape a storm. 

Farmer, Nancy 
The Ear, the Eye, and 
the Arm 
 

In 2194 Zimbabwe,  
three children are 
kidnapped and put to  
work in a plastic mine. 
Three mutant detectives 
with super powers search 
for them. 

Funke, Cornelia 
Inkheart Trilogy:  
Inkheart, Inkspell, 
Inkdeath  
 

Meggie’s father, Mo, has 
the ability to read 
characters in 
stories to life. What 
happens when those 
characters are villains and abducts them? 

Gallo, Donald (ed.) 
Ultimate Sports: Short 
Stories 
by Outstanding Writers… 
 

A collection of sixteen 
short stories about teenage 
athletes written by 
well-known authors in the 
field, including 
award-winning novelists 
Robert Lipsyte and Chris Crutcher. 

George, Elizabeth  
The Sign of the Beaver 
 

Left alone to guard the 
family's wilderness 
home in 
eighteenth-century  
Maine, a boy is 
hard-pressed to survive 
until local Indians teach 
him their skills. 

Gratz, Alan  
Refugee 
 

Josef, Isabel, and 
Mahmoud are  
separated by 
continents and  decades. 
All three kids go on 
harrowing journeys and 
face unimaginable 
dangers in search of refuge. 

Hesse, Karen 
Witness 
 

A history-inspired 
novel, told in the  
voices of eleven  
characters, about two 
young girls, one Jewish 
and the other African- 
American, who come to 
the attention of the newly formed Ku Klux 
Klan in a small Vermont town in 1924. 

Hobbs, Will 
River Thunder 
 

Despite some 
reservations, 16 year-old 
Jessie joins her 
companions from the 
previous year's adventure 
on the Colorado River for a 
legal rafting trip through the Grand Canyon.  
(Companion:  Downriver) 

Kostick, Conor 
Epic  
 

On New Earth, a world 
based on a video role 
playing game, 14 year old Eric 
persuades his friends to 
aid him in some unusual 
gambits in order to save Erik's father from 
exile and safeguard the futures of each of 
their families. (Sequel: Saga) 

Lasky, Kathryn 
True North: A Novel of 
Underground Railroad 
 

The strong influence 
of her abolitionist  
grandfather has 
fourteen-year-old Lucy 
assist a fugitive slave girl 
in her escape. 

Levinson, Cynthia 
Fault Lines in the 
Constitution 
 

Looks at the history of 
the writing of the US 
Constitution. Examining 
how the nation is still 
suffering from the 
consequences of 
disputes and decisions made in 
Philadelphia in 1787. 

Lisle, Janet Taylor 
The Art of Keeping 
 

In 1942, Robert and his 
cousin Elliot uncover 
long-hidden family  
secrets while staying in 
their grandparents' Rhode 
Island town, where they 
also become involved with 
a German artist who is suspected of being 
a spy. 

Matas, Carol 
Daniel’s Story 
 

Daniel, whose family 
suffers as the Nazis rise to 
power in Germany, 
describes his imprisonment 
in a concentration camp 
and his eventual liberation. 

Maberry, Jonathan 
Rot & Ruin 
series 
 

Living in a post zombie 
plagued world filled with 
death, Benny learns what it 
means to be alive--and the 
value of courage, trust, love, 
optimism, and honor as he 
struggles to survive in a world where 
zombies are really the least of his problems. 

Mazer, Norma Fox 
After the Rain 
 

After discovering her 
grandfather is dying,  
fifteen-year-old Rachel  
gets to know him better 
than ever before and 
finds the experience 
bittersweet. 
 

 



Reynolds, Jason 
Miles Morales:  
Spiderman 
Miles Morales is just your 
average teenager. Dinner 
every Sunday with his 
parents, chilling out 
playing old-school video 
games with his best 
friend, Ganke, crushing on brainy, beautiful 
poet Alicia. He's even got a scholarship 
spot at the prestigious Brooklyn Visions 
Academy. Oh yeah, and he's Spider Man. 

Messner, Kate 
Seventh Wish 
 

Charlie is trying to find a way 
to get her family’s attention. 
However, her family is 
dealing with big issues as 
Charlie’s sister is hiding a 
drug addiction.  
 

Mikaelsen, Ben 
Touching Spirit Bear 
series 
 

After beating a classmate 
into a coma, a 
fifteen-year-old boy is 
banished to a remote 
Alaskan island as part of a 
Native American sentencing alternative, 
where he is mauled by a legendary white 
bear and, while struggling to survive, begins 
to find humility and take responsibility for 
his actions. 

Murdoch, Catherine Gilbert 
Dairy Queen: A Novel 
 

After spending the summer 
running the family farm and  
training the quarterback 
for her school's rival football 
team, D.J. decides to go out 
for the sport herself.  

 

O’Dell, Scott 
Sing Down the Moon 
 

A young Navajo girl  
recounts the events of  
1864 when her tribe  
was forced to march to 
Fort Sumner as  
prisoners of the white 
soldiers. 

Palacio, R.J. 
Wonder 
 

Auggie Pullman, who 
was born with extreme  
facial abnormalities and not 
expected to survive, 
enters 5th grade at a 
private middle school in 
Manhattan. He endures the taunts and fear 
of his classmates as he struggles to be just 
another student. 

Park, Linda Sue 
A Single Shard 
 

A thirteen-year-old orphan 
in medieval Korea, lives 
under a bridge near a 
potters' village, and longs 
to learn how to throw the 
delicate celadon ceramics 

Patterson, James 
Maximum Ride  
series 
 

Enjoy the adventures of 
Max, Fang, and Nudge as 
they set out for Death Valley 
to save Angel, who has been 
kidnapped by a sinister scientist. 

Reynolds, Jason 
Ghost 
(Track Series) 
 

Four kids from wildly 
different backgrounds with 
explosive personalities are 
chosen for an elite middle 
school track team--a team 
that could qualify them for the Junior 
Olympics if they can get their acts together. 

Roth, Veronica 
Divergent  
Trilogy 
 

In a future Chicago, 16 
year-old Beatrice Prior must 
choose among five 
predetermined factions to 
define her identity for the 
rest of her life.  

Saeed, Aisha 
Amal Unbound 
 

In Pakistan, Amal 
holds onto her dream 
of being a teacher  
even after becoming 
an indentured servant  to 
pay off her family's debt 
to the wealthy and corrupt Khan family.   

Johnson, Varian 
The Parker  In

 
When Candice finds the 
letter, she isn't sure she 
should read it. It's 
addressed to her 
grandmother, after all, 
who left Lambert in a 
cloud of shame. But 
the letter describes a 
young woman named Siobhan Washington. 
An injustice that happened decades ago. A 
mystery enfolding the letter-writer. And the 
fortune that awaits the person who solves 
the puzzle. 

 



Sender, Ruth 
The Cage 
 

A teenage girl recounts 
the suffering and 
persecution of her family 
under the Nazis--in a 
Polish ghetto, during 
deportation, and in a 
concentration camp. 
 

Shusterman, Neal  
Scythe 
 

A world with no hunger, no 
disease, no war, no misery: 
humanity has conquered all 
those things, and has even 
conquered death. However, 
Citra and Rowan learn that a 
perfect world  comes only 
with a heavy price. 
Companion: Thunderhead 

Sloan, Holly Goldberg 
Counting by 7’s 
 

Twelve-year-old genius 
and outsider Willow 
Chance must figure out 
how to connect with other 
people and find a 
surrogate family for 
herself after her parents are killed in a car 
accident. 

Stead, Rebecca 
Goodbye Stranger 
 

Three girls, who  
promised never to fight, 
have found their friendship 
tested. It's the start of 
seventh grade, and 
everything is  changing. Will 
their friendships survive the 
trials of middle school? 

Stead, Rebecca 
When You Reach Me 
 

As her mother prepares to be 
a contestant on a 1980s 
television game show, 12 
year-old Miranda tries to 
make sense of a series of 
mysterious notes received 
from an anonymous source that seems to 
defy the laws of time and space. 

Taylor, Mildred D. 
Roll of Thunder Hear 
My Cry series 
 

An African-American  
family living in the South 
during the 1930s is faced 
with prejudice and  
discrimination which its 
children do not 
understand.  

Tolkien, J.R.R 
Lord of the Rings 
trilogy 
 

The story of the 
struggle between good 
and evil in Middle Earth. 
Wizards, dwarves, hobbits 
and elves help to bring 
Middle Earth back under 
control from the ravages 
of dragons, orcs and evil men.  

Trueman, Terry 
Stuck in Neutral 
 

Fourteen-year-old 
Shawn McDaniel, who 
suffers from severe 
cerebral palsy and cannot 
function, relates his 
perceptions of his life, his 
family, and his condition, 
especially as he believes his father is 
planning to kill him. 

Ullman, James 
Banner in the Sky 
 

Sixteen-year-old Rudi 
dreams of being the first 
person to climb the 
Citadel, the highest 
mountain in Switzerland. 

Voight, Cynthia 
Homecoming  
 

Abandoned by their 
mother, four children 
travel through CT 
searching for their 
grandmother looking 
and a home where they will 
be loved.  
Sequel: Dicey's Song 
 

Westerfeld, Scott 
Uglies  
 

Tally is faced with a 
difficult choice when her 
new friend Shay decides 
to risk life on the outside 
rather than submit to the 
operation that turns sixteen year old girls 
into gorgeous beauties. She realizes 
that there is a dark side to the pretty 
world that she doesn't like. 
Sequels: Pretties, Specials, Extras 

Yolen, Jane 
The Devil’s Arithmetic 
 
Hannah resents the  
traditions of her Jewish 
heritage until time travel  
places her in the middle 
of a small Jewish village 
in Nazi-occupied Poland. 

Zevin, Gabrielle 
Elsewhere 
 

After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall 
is hit by a taxi and killed, she 
finds herself  in a place that 
is both like and unlike Earth, 
where she must adjust to her 
new status and figure out how to "live." 

Any books by the following authors: 
Creech, Sharon 
Crutcher, Chris 

Hahn, Mary Downing  
Horowitz, Anthony 

Jacques, Brian 
Korman, Gordon 

Paulsen, Gary 
Riordan, Rick 

Nutmeg Nominees  
The titles are available at both Bill and 

GF Libraries. 
 Please also visit the Connecticut 
State Department of Education for 
additional 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Co
nnecticut-Reads 

 

 

https://www.nutmegaward.org/about
https://www.nutmegaward.org/about
http://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads

